
    As I write this message just before 
Thanksgiving I am reminded how thankful I 
am to be a member of the wonderful group 
of individuals who comprise the Tidewater 
Orchid Society. It is a so-
ciety of hard workers and 
volunteers who really do 
spread the wonder and 
beauty of this wonderful 
group of plants known as 
orchids. I am reminded of 
the saying “I came for the 
flowers but stayed for the 
members”.  Our society is a 
close knit group that really 
does work well together so 
that no one is overly burdened by the work 
that is necessary to successfully operate 
such a group such as ours. I joined this soci-
ety in 1967 and never once have I regretted 
joining and serving the membership in many 
capacities over the years. THANKS to Eve-
ryone of You!! 

      I would also like to thank the Merritt 
Huntington Symposium Committee who pro-
duced a wonderful weekend of fantastic 
speakers, great sales plants and great fun. 
It was a great gathering we will long remem-
ber.  

Our Holiday and Awards Banquet this year 
will be held at ODU on December 13th in our 
usual meeting place in the Webb Center Caf-
eteria. Remember we will NOT be meeting on 
our usual first Sunday date due to a schedul-
ing conflict.  The party will begin with appe-
tizers and a cash bar at 5:30 PM followed by 
a wonderful buffet dinner (if last year’s par-
ty was any indication) and then the presenta-

tion of Show Table Awards and a review of 
the plants brought in for display. Remember 
to bring your flowering plants in for display 
during this gathering.  There will also be 

some door prize plants this 
year. The cost to the mem-
bers will be $25.00 per per-
son with TOS contributing 
the balance.  You can mail 
your reservations and pay-
ments to our treasurer Sha-
ron Peterson, 623 Bartell 
Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23322
-5754 or you can call her at 
548-9376 to make a reserva-
tion and pay her at the par-

ty. Please make your checks payable to TOS. 
I look forward to seeing you at this function 
so make those reservations! It should be a 
great time for all.  

     Please make a note now that our January 
2010 meeting will be held on January 10th, 
the second Sunday of the month due to the 
New Years Holiday weekend being the week 
before. Our speaker will be Fred Clarke of 
Sunset Valley Orchids in California. He will 
be speaking on catasetums, mormodes, cyc-
noches and their hybrids.  We were fortu-
nate to have him speak this last year on 
cattleyas and we look forward to hearing him 
speak on this wonderful and bizarre group of 
orchids.  Please take some time before then 
to go to his website 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com and see the 
diverse and beautiful breeding he has done 
within this group. 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  

Ken Peterson 

Blc. Owen Holmes ‘Mendenhall’ 
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       For all of you that didn't attend the symposium you missed out on a great 
experience! There was lots of great information, camaraderie and a great vari-
ety of beautiful plants for sale. Don’t miss it next year because the AOS Trus-
tees meeting and several other orchid associations will be occurring in conjunc-
tion with the symposium  

      The group that was putting the display up and making sure that everything 
was ready for the first session on Friday had their hands full dealing with the 
problems created by the Northeaster!  There was traveling through flooded 
roadways, traffic problems with stop lights out and stalled cars, electricity out 
at member’s residences and having the location of the symposium moved to two 
different  meeting rooms during the two days prior to the start due to flood-
ing at the hotel.    

  Those of you that went to the IPA meeting know what the other’s missed!  
Great plants and great Speakers.  Dr. David H. McDaniel, introduced by Linda 
Thorne of Seagrove Orchids as  “our local treasure”, talked about his personal 
experiences with Phalaenopsis hybridization at his Virginia Beach home. Very fas-
cinating!  Even if Phalaenopsis isn’t your  orchid of choice, if you get another 
chance don’t miss an IPA meeting.  Lots of beautiful flowers to look and and the 
speakers can provide information and tips that you can use no matter what you 
grow! 
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Holiday Banquet   
    The Holiday and Awards Banquet this year will be held at ODU on December 13th in our 
usual meeting place in the Webb Center Cafeteria. Remember we will NOT be meeting on our 
usual first Sunday date due to a scheduling conflict.  The party will begin with appetizers 
and a cash bar at 5:30 PM followed by a buffet dinner and the presentation of Show Table 
Awardsy. Remember to bring your flowering plants in for display during this gathering.  
There will also be some door prize plants this year. The cost to the members will be $25.00 
per person with TOS contributing the balance.  You can mail your reservations and payments 
to our treasurer Sharon Peterson, 623 Bartell Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23322-5754 or you 
can call her at 548-9376 to make a reservation and pay her at the party. It should be lots of 
fun! 
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TOS Officers 
President -  Ken Peterson 
Vice President - Lori Delbridge 
Treasurer - Sharon Peterson 
Secretary - Audrey Knall 
 
 

Editor - Randy Schonk 
Email  - TOSNewsletter@gmail.com 

Bllra. Tropic Tom 'Jimmy' 

Bllra. Tropic Tom 

Bc. Maikai 'Louise' 


